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Foreword 

Th.is book is about and for th e eagles o fBr ackendale. 

No on e is sure how long these baJd eagles have been 

winte ring in the area near th.is village on the lowe r 

reaches of the Squam.ish River in southw estern 

Briti sh Co lumbi a. Wha t is kno wn is that the num 

ber s o f th is magn.ificent w hite-h eaded rapto r have 

grown so great that the village and the Squami sh 

Valley may now host the single largest wint er 

habitat o fb aJd eagles in the wo rld. 

T his gathering of eagles, however, is at risk 

from hum an encroachm ent. Losing this safe 

w inter hom e after having lost so many others would 

be a severe blow with dire consequenc es for bald 

eagles everyw here. 

Peo ple who understand the imp ortance of pro

tecti ng the habit at of "the kings of b irds and birds of 

kings" are comi ng togeth er to cake action, in Brack

endaJe and the Squami sh VaJley, in Briti sh Co lumbia 

and across Canad a. 
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Th.is book , conceived by Th e Nature Conse r

vancy of Canada, is but one way of taking action. It 

aims to mak e mor e people aware o f what is at stake 

for the eagles - and what losing them wo uld mean. 

AJJ profits from the sale of T he Book of Eagles w ill 

go to help protect eagk habitat in the Squamish 

Valley in perpetui ty. 

Peop le and organizations throughou t the prov

ince are lendi ng suppo rt in many ways. Thi s book 

is bein g publi shed at no charge by a 13.C. publi sher, 

Beauti foJ British Co lum bia, and m:tjo r financial 

supp ort for the enti re project of protecting eagle 

habitat is being provided by the Forest Alliance 

ofBr itish Co lumbi a. Ot hers who are do nating 

goods, services. tim e and ener gy are listed on 

pages 62 and 63 . 

On behalf of the eagles of Brackenda le, the 

creato rs of th.is book thank everyone who is 

helpin g co safeguard their fi.tture. 
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Rhythm of the Land 
They say every picture tells a story. To see a bald eagle 

perching in a majestic black cottonwood in the broad 

Squamish Valley beneath a snowcapped volcanic 

mountain is to tell a story of dazzling comp lexity, 

profound simplicity and, ultimately, hope . 

The eagles ofBrackendale's story began when the 

world was young . It is intimately linked with one of 

nature 's oldest movement5 - the steady drifting of 

enormous "plates" of the earth 's crust. Thi s ceaseless 

sliding has existed for hundr eds of millions of years 

- silent, relentless and so powerfi.u it transforms the 

face of the planet . Emb edded in many of these tec

tonic plates are tl1e continents, w hich the plates carry 

around the globe in an unpr edictable chor eography. 

Unimaginably slow, each step in this geological dance 

takes millions of years. 

The dance, seldom smo oth , is especially jarring 

w here plates meet. Continent -carryin g plates can col

lide with such force tl1ey thru st up whole mountain 

ranges, such as the Him alayas. An ocean plate slipping 

und er a con tinental plate can also throw mountains, 

such as the R ockies, miles above the surface. And 

sometimes plates slide past each other , shearin g off 
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edges in sudden spasms along fault lines. All the 

bounda ry lines between these moving plates are ho t 

spots for earthquakes and volcanic eruptions. 

Th e west coast of Canada lies along the fault line 

marking the meeting of the Pacific Ocean and N orth 

American plates. Like tl1e rest of the west coast from 

Alaska to Chi le, it is strun g with chains of mountain s 

and pe1forated witl1 volcanoes. Mu ltiple mountain 

ranges crease the province's main land coast with hun

dreds of dramatic fiords. Th e Squamish Valley and 

Howe Sound in south western British Co lumbia are 

two of these sculpted marvels. 

Thi s geologic wo rk of art owes part of it5 glory 

to glaciation , one of natur e's cycles measured not in 

millions of years, as are the movements of continen ts, 

but in tens of thousa nds of years. About 60,000 years 

ago, the Earth 's atmosphe re began to slowly coo l. 

Snow stayed year round on the higher peaks and 

glaciers grew. And grew. Like the proverb ial snow

ball down the side of the hill, the glaciers expand ed 

relentlessly as they crept dovm and filled the valleys. 

In tim e th ey becam e a massive sheet of ice, covering 

much of Ca nada. 



·n, c eagle is a re111arkably adaptable bird <?f prq;fo1111d 011 every co111i11ell/ 
except Alllarctica. S0111e live i11 deserts, s0111e i11 Slll{llllps mu/ j1111gles; still 
01/1ers live i11 forests, l,igh i11 11101111tai11S mu/ alo11g n·vers, lakes all(/ occm,s. 
Wherever 1hey live, 1hey are al the lop <?f 1heir food chai11. 

TI1ere are four 111ai11 1ypes ,if ea,r:les: 
fish, bo01ed {rvit/1 feathers 011 feet); s11ake 
a11d gimu forest eagle. ·n, ey cm, live up 
to 30 years i11 the 111ild, m11/ up 10 50 
years i11 cap1ivity 

TI1e harpy eagle, a gimufore.<t 
eagle, is 1hc lmgest <?f 1he 59 
species ef ca,~les, 111eighi1!~ up 
10 9 kgs (20 lbs). 

~ 
~ 

~ 

=- - -- - __..;--- -- ~ 

"When thou seest an eagle, thou seest a 
portion of genius. lift up thy head. '' 
WILLIAM BLAKE 

- llald Engle 

- Dateleur Eagle 

Haq, y Eagle 

Golden Eagle 
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En,~les arc a11101\~ 1hc lm;r:es1 mu/ 111ost 
po111qfid birds i11 the world. Si11ce 1111rielll 

1i111es, they have bee11 viewed as 
"1he kilL~s <?f birds mid birds if ki11gs" 

mu/ were chose11 as iwblc111s ,if mulwn·ty 
by 1he Ro111a11, Byzm11i11e, Holy Ro111m1, 

R11ssi1111, Frmc/1 1111d A11s1rin11 empires. 



Thre e periods of warming chased back the ice, 

w hich only returned to fill the valleys. In each of these 

cycles lasting thou sands of years, ice rivers inched their 

v,,ay through the valleys. Th e sheer weight of the ice 

pack ground the m ountain rock beneath it. Massive 

scouring pads of solid ice scraped off stones of every 

size and shape, which in nirn be came tools for carv

ing steep slopes and flattening valley floors . Bould ers 

and pebbles were cani ed away co be lefi: w here they 

sac when the ne>..'1: warming reversed the ice flow. 

The lase of these three glaciations peaked about 

14,000 years ago. T he ice pack, up to 1,524 metre s 

(5,000 feet) deep, filled the Squami sh Valley and 

stretched as far south as Seattle . An eagle surveying 

the Antarctic-like wasteland wo uld see a vast sea of 
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ice, dotted with islands that were really the tips of the 

tallest mountains. Th en about 10,000 years ago, what 

is now called Mount Garibaldi erupted in a fiery vol

canic display. Strean1S of lava seared glacial ice, w hich 

melt ed into mountain lakes. 

At about the same tim e as the eruption, the glaciers 

began receding for the third and last tin1e. On the val

ley floors, they lefi: massive morain es - enorm ous 

piles of rock rubble they had scraped fi:om distant 

mountain sides. Ri vers roared through freshly carved 

valleys, swollen with melting glacial water. They car

ried ton upon ton of silt and mineral debris that would 

serve as raw material for the rich soil of the temperat e 

rainforest - and rock that wo uld become the gravel 

beds of rich salmon spawning grounds . 



TI,e revere11ce.for eagles a111011g 11111ive 
Nort/r A111erica11s is sew i11 tl1e bird's role 
i11 art m,d art!fan, i11d11di11g totem poles, 
cere111011ial 111asks a11d pipe.<, dn1111s, 
sliields 1111d /readdresses. 

''The eagle is the chief of birds because it flies 
higher, sees all and moves through the sky in 
the form of the sacred drcle. " 
OGLALA SIOUX 

O11/y lll l(J ki11ds <!f eagles arc 1/(l[ive to 1\·ortli America - tire golden 
eagle a11d tire bald eagle. TI,e /al/er is Jo1111d 011/y 011 tlris m11ri11c111. 

Collectirl('/)\ t/rese 111'0 species m11gc a/111ost e11ery111/rere i11 tire rempemte 
zo11c. Gwemll)\ t/rcy breed i11 1wrt/rer11 areas mid 111igmte 

i11 11~111er to so111lier11 or 111ild coastal loi:a/e.,. 

N esting Ran ge 

11,c bald ea,~lc lias been a symbol ef 
tlze US.A. al111ost si11ce its.fin111di11g. 

/11 17 82, 1/,e bird 111as 11111de tire 
do111i11,111t .fig11re ill tire Great Seal ~r 

tire U11ited States. CJ Wint erin g Range 

CJ N est ing & Wint erin g Range 

TI1is Aztec swlpt11re represmrs m, 
eagle 111arrior, 011e ef tire t/ll(J most 
prestigio11s 111ili111ry orders i?f' rlie 
Az tecs; t/1e otlier 111as tlie jag11m: 

TI,e bald eit~lc, a .fisli ett~le, is 
11m11edfor its 111/,ite head mu/ 

tai/Jeatl,ers. "Balled" is a 
Middle Eriglis/1 word Ji1r 
111/,ite. Bald e,!~les tlrri11e 

11,/1erevcr tlierc is a lmse body 
ef water; b(~ trees mrd n 
ple111ijir/ supply ,!f .fisli. 
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77,e golde11 eagle, n 
booted en_glc, is 1w111ed for 
its gold het1d fentlicrs. It 
prefers rc111ote 11101111tai11 
a11d /11;~/1 plai11s lwbitllls 
a11d /11111/s small .~mrrc. 

/11 Az tec le,~c11d, tlic god H11itz ilopod1tli 
told /1is people to build a city 111/,ere tliey 
s11111 nu eagle enti,i._~ a .<1111/.ic wliile si11i11g 

011 a ract11s. Tc1wr/1ir/1111, tlie se11/c111errt 
tlie Az tersfo1111ded 111/,ere tliey s11111 s11c/r 
11 scc11e, is today tire site of Mexico City. 



Released from the eno rm ous pressure of the glacial 

ice, the w1burdened land rose by up to 100 metres in 

some places. Yet the rapid melting al5o caused sea lev

els to rise so high it subm erged some of this newly 

elevated land. Th e border when~ land met sea swayed 

back and forth. This helped form fertile ground for 

what would become the rich Squamish esn1a1y 

Farther up the valley, however, hardy lichens too k 

hold on rock , and in time conu·ibuted to the forma

tion of soils which could sustain more advanced plants. 

Bit by bit the world warmed , the land became more 

fertile and within a few centu ries this nmdra became 

blanketed by pine and spruc e. As the climate and envi

ronment changed, animal life established itself. Birds, 

sustained by insects, migrated north. Small rodents fol

lowed them as vegetation continued to flourish, and in 

time there came deer, elk, moose, wolf, grizzly and 

cougar. It is certain that eagles ,,vatched all th.is un fold. 
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T he forest continu ed to evolve, nurnm :d by mois

ture-laden ocean winds , dry summe rs and rich soils of 

the valley floo r. Giant spruce, western red cedar. hem

lock and Dougl as fir emerged in the continuous cycle 

of species' rise co domi nance. 

Finally, about 5,000 years ago, the level of the 

Pacific O cean settled and the delta of the Squarnish 

Valley began to appear as it does today, threaded by five 

glacial rivers that me et in the Squamish floodplain: rhe 

Squamish, Ebho , Ashlu, Cheakamus and Mamq uam. 

The rivers continu ed co shape and nouri sh the flatland 

with annu al deposits. And each year the r:ich forest 

lands and salt marsh moved a bit farther south. 

With the passing of chis last glacial period and tidal 

zone stability, another of nature's rhythm s return ed, one 

measured by single years ratl,er than thou sands: it was 

the annual return of salmon up rl1e rivers to spawn , 

and die in bed5 whe re they had started life's journey. 



''He clasps the crag with crooked hands, 
Close to the sun in lonely lands, 
Ringed with the azure world he stands, 
The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls, 
He watches from his mountain walls; 
And, like a thunderbolt, he falls. " 
from 'Th e E1g!e" by ALFRED LORD TENNYSON 

T11e Bald Eagle Family Tree 
Class:Aves Vital Stmistics 

Size: 75-100 cm; (J0-40 in) 

Wi11gspa11: 180-2J0c m (6-7.5 ji) 

Order: Falamiformes 
Fm11ily:Accipirridae 
Genus: Haliaee111s 
Species: Haliaee111s le11coccplw/11s 

Weigl,t: Female, J.5 -5. 6 k,g (8-12 lbs) 

Male, J.5- -1 kg (8-9 lbs) 

11,e bald eagle's beak is l,aoked 
for teari11g meat. Poweif,djaw 
muscles give it great l1iti1t(! 
stre1,g1!,, mid t/1e beak co11Stm1tly 
sl,arpe11s itse/f 1/,ro11gl, 11se. Just 
aboi,e 1/,e beak is 1/1e cere, a pate/, 
q( bare ski11 tltat /,as 11m 11os1rils. 

17,e bald ea.~le's.fo111 /1115.fo11r gir,1Spi11g 
toes; 1/,ree.fonmrd, 011e back. Ear/1 toe 
/1as a razor sl,arp talo11, made ~{ tl1e 
same kind qf mamial as 011r fi11ger-
11ails. 77,e ski11 011 its feet /,as M11gl, 
b11111ps 114,icl, /,c/p it grab r111d hold 
slippery _f,sl,. 
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Like m<>st_flyii,g birds, 1/,e C<!(!le's skele1011 
/,as l,0/10111 bo11es. /is bo11es are j 11st lw!f 
1/,e weigl,t ef irsfca1l,ers.A 11 e111ire eagle 
skeleto11 we(glis be1111ee11 250 mid JOO 
grams, a liu/e more 1/11111 l,a!f a po1111d. 



There had not been an established Squamish Ri ver 

system for thousands of years. Yet the salmon had the 

ability to survive durin g the advance and retreat of 

glaciers to continue their life cycle. They were able to 

find and co lonize suitable new streams fed by melting 

glaciers, and their eggs were perfectly suited to winter 

in these pristine young screams. 

These vvaters and river beds lacked the ability to 

nour ish newly hatched salmon , but the eggs con tained 

enough food for the developing embryos to survive 

until their parents' own bodies had decayed. Th.is pro

vided the river vvith the nutri ents needed to sustain 

the lives of tl1e next generatio n. The salmon, in effect, 

bring nutrients to tl1e river from the sea in the form 

of their bodie s which grow to adultho od in the ocean. 
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Ever since the glaciers' last retreat, the salmon have 

been rerurning to - and "fertilizing" - the gravel 

spawning beds throughout the Squamish Valley. 

The salmon cycle of death and rebirth is intimat

ely linked to still more rhythmi c patterns. The rerurn 

and spa\vning are exquisitely tin1ed to the arr ival of 

the aurumnal rains of tl1e temp erate rainforest. And 

the hatchin g in sprin g follows in step \vith the sun 's 

rerum to spark tl1e bloom of algae and floodp lain 

forest growth, which are both nourished by the rot

ting salmon carcasses. The algae and new leaves feed 

micro-organi sms and insects, which in rum nouri sh 

the you ng salmon. And so the cycle continu es, a 

rhythm witlun the larger rhythm of glaciation and 

the dance of continen ts. 
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A Gathering of Eagles 

The annual return of spawning salmon to the 

Squamish Riv er watersh ed makes possible another step 

in the dance of life - the arrival of migrat ory bald 

eagles for the winter season. Th e watershed , with its 

num erous valleys, rivers, channel s and sandbars, large 

and small creeks, fragile marshes and evergreen forest, 

is a kind of paradise for eagles. The watershed has sup

ported a resident population of bald eagles since the 

last ren-eat of the glaciers. It has also supported an 

overwintering population. H ere they find the large 

old n-ees they prefer for roosting and perching, a mild 

sea-temp ered climate, and most important for migrato

ry birds in the winter mo nths, a plentifit l food supply 

in the carcasses of spawn ed-out salmon. Th e fish , in 

fact, provide one of the most abundant winter feasts 

in North Ameri ca. 

Today six species of salmon return to the Squamish 

wate rshed. Pink , also called humpback salmon, sockeye 

and chi.nook ren1rn in the fall. Co ho, steelhead and 

chum , also ca.lied dog salmon, return in winter. Chum 

are particularly abundant. Th ey prefer the relatively 

slow water of the lower reaches of the Squamish ~ys-
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tern - the second largest sah11on river in southwest

ern 13ritish Columbia after the Fraser. 

C hin ook, coho, sockeye and steelh ead salmon 

stocks in the Squam.ish system have been dramatically 

depleted. Pink salmon are on the rebo und, and chum , 

the mo st rugged salmon , continues to have the highe st 

ren1rn rate. Much of the chum 's strong sho,ving is due 

to habitat enhan cement in the Squamish watershed. 

One estimat e is that the watershed's rivers now supp ort 

from 150,000 to 450,000 chum salmon. Their death is 

the signal for the eagles to start gathering. 

It is thou ght that eagles com e from as far east as 

Wisconsin, as far south as Arizona and ;1s far north as 

Alaska, but most come fi:om B.C.'s north ern Interi o r 

and north coast. In the autu nm months, they rid e 

thermal s and updrafts, follow ridges and mountain

sides leading down to the southwe st coast. Though 

pow erfi.u, skillfi..il fliers, these bird5 co nserve energy by 

gliding as mu ch as possible. Ridin g the ,vind5, they 

can achieve speeds of up to 80 kilom en-es per hour 

(50 mph) and travel up to 300 kilometres (180 miles) 

in a single flight. 



"A lover's eyes ulill gaze an eagle blind. " 
from Love's L,bours Lost, byWILLLAM SHAKESPEARE 

Eti~le eyes face fanmrd like /r11111m1 eyes. ·n,is 
gi,,cs t/rem binoai!trr, r/rree-dimensio,wl 111sion, 

111/ricl, enables r/re111 to j udge distance and 
speed. Eagle 11ision ,s so nwrc rlrat experts 

believe r/rey rnn see a mbbit from 1/rree kilo
mcrres (11110 miles). 11,nr's almost e(~/11 rimes 

s/rarper 1/,a11 a person 111i1/1 20/2 0 vision. 

Fo,ieae 

R(~/,1 be/rind an eagle's eyes are irs ears, l,iddeu from 11iez11 under 11 

layer of spednljenr/rers. Amcmg 1/,e mosr sorinl of all birds ofprl')\ 
bald eagles are 11ery vocal birrls. 

Pectm 

In Creek 111y1/rologi1 Aq11ila 11-11s t/re bird of Zeus, ki11g of 1/,e gods. Zeus asked 
Aquila 10 use its eagle eye 10 fi11d t/re 111orld's most bemuif,,I ym1t/r. 11,e ea,gle 
s11atc/red up 1/re Troja11 boy Ca11y111ede and took /rim 10 O/ympllS to becorne 
a,pbearer 10 1/,e gods. Zeus 111as so pleased, /re n.,mrr/ed Aquila a place i11 t/1e 
sky - tl,e co11stellatio11 r/rnr bears its 1111111e. 
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Ea_glcs t1lso l1m1e tu-u foveae, or m ures c!f 
fi,ws, enabling rl,cm 10 fi)(l1S borl, }inward mid 

"' sidc111ays. A spedal 1rm1sparcn1 eyelid, known 
~ as 1/rc 11ic1i1nri11,~ me111br1111c, slides arross 1/1c 
~ eye, pm1eai1t~ ir_from dusr m,d dmt~er, 111/rilc i sri/1 allm1ti11~ 1/re ea_~lc w sel'. 

f; 
?;; 

~ 
z 
~ 

\ Ciliary Muscles 

-.--- .+-Lens 



Precisely how these eagles find a parti cular w inter 

habitat remains a mystery. Some scientists believe it is 

based on past e:-..-perience. Others think the explan

ation lies in their remarkabl e eyesight and flying abili

ties. Th e bird 's habit of flying high may enable them 

to see conceno-ations of other eagles up to 30 kilom e

u·es (18 miles) away. A co ncenu-ation of fellow eagles 

is a sure sign o f an ample food supply. And so a 

gathering begins. 

By day the eagles fo1-age by so-cam bank 5. W hen 

not feasting on salmon carcasses on the ground, they 

perch in deciduous and coniferous o·ees close to feed

ing areas. Th ere they preen their feathers, sleep and 

gene1-ally co nserve energy. 

Eagles have been seen roosting thro ughout the 

Squamish Valley, in both lowland dec iduo us and upland 

coniferous fo1-csts. T hese roost sites can take the form 

of individual cotto nwood o·ees, large cottonwood 

groves, or large patches of old-grow th coniferous for

est. Some of these ancient co nifers may have been 

seedlings when No rman invaders fought Anglo-Saxons 

at the Battle of Hastings and labourers fitted toget her 

stones to complet e the GreatWa ll of China. 

In thei r ,,rimer habitat, bald eagles cong regate, 

sometimes up to a doze n bird5 per branc h . N o one 

is certain w hy ,,\rimerin g bald eagles gatl1er this way. 

Som e scientists believe eagles cluster for security, since 

they often sleep for long peri ods. Clustering may also 

allow younger eagles to learn social and hunting skills. 
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Bald eagles eat voraciously in winter. Each bird 

needs co eat up to I/ I Och of its body weight every 

day. To survive the winter they need an abundant 

food supp ly, one tl1at doe sn't dema nd a great deal of 

energy to find and kill. T his is particularly o·ue for 

still-macuringju veniles who have neither the skill5 

nor seniority to harvest available prey. The salmon 

feast of the Squamish is j ust such a food supply. 

It is not, however, all take and no give. The bald 

eagles actually help the ·almon cycle com plete itself. 

In tearing ;ipart the carcasses witl1 tl1eir powerfi1l 



''Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has landed. '' 

l ll (),\L\.\Krr n ,r..~1,11l!-o- l u c;Jfl 

v r \-::, -. , ·--~ 
v ·- , 

l / \,/\../ I 

I \_.,, "-1' \..- 'c, 
I I ~ - ~ 

NE ILAR.MST R.ONG. July 20. 1969 

7711· .-lrr/racopu·Y)'-'"· or 
''a11ric1t1 11,;,!t!," is beliet't'd 
10 /rm't? bcc11 1/re earliest 
bird, /ii,iite 11bo111 130 
111illio11 years '!~O-77w 

jl(~/11_fem/rers 011 tl,is 
linff-bird, /ra!f-reptilc 
hike d 11111d, like 1/rose 
ef birds today. 

Fl(e/11 _fi'ml,crs - pri11tar)\ 
scco11dary 1111d tertiary -
arejiJ1111d 011 111i11es mu/ 
tail. 0011111.feat/rers keep 
birds 11111r111, <111d co111011r 

.fem/rcrs .~ir't? a bird its 
s/rapc. Mordri,(~ i11 
l''!~lcs is belic11cd 10 
0(( 1/ r 111c,stly ;,, Slllllllll!f, 

/mt docs 1101 i,1110/1/i' all 
_(em/,ers 111 011cc. 

E1elcs /11111c abo111 7, OOO.fc111/rcrs, /1111 c1/l 1,i~e1/rcr rlwy 
111c(el1j11s1 0111•r /,a/(c1 kil,ien1111, or 11 /iu/c 11wn· 1/rr111" 

po1111d. II _(ca1/wr'.1 i111ricc111·, i111crlocki1(e s1111c111n· is 
COIIIJHi.,cd ,!f"s/rqfl.,, bar/,s, /wb11/cs mu/ b<1rhiccls. ·1 /1c.<r 

cll'llre111s Jomr a s111oor/r,_flm we/1 r/rm prmccts tire birds 
_(,-0111 11¾1/Cr /111{/ 111i11d. E,!~l,·s prcc11 1/rcir.fcm/rc,;; IISii(e 
oil_{i-0111 1/,c 11ripir)~eml .elm11/ m tire bc1sc ,!f" r/rcir wils. 

A typiml ,,,;,!e.fe-111/,cr 111·wtec1m·111 /r11s tffti<1ric., 
gro11,i1te dos1•s1 10 1/,c i1C>d)',ji>llora-d b)' 1/rc 

smmd,1ric., m,d tl,c It»!~, s1i0" p1i11wrics. 

I 'L j \ . , 

~ \ lr e, ·· 
1 .._ I 

I '' • I 
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/11 11""')' 11mive Noni, 1!111crim11 r,,/11m·.-. <1 1w1,c111 111,1y 1101 
tell a lie 1141m /,o/di11g t111 c11elc_fem/,c,;j11sr as i11 C/rri.,1im1 
r,,/t11res w11r1 111i111c.<sc., />Ian· 1/rl'ir /rm"/ 011 ,, /Jiblc mu/ 
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beaks, the eagles fertilize the river with the bits and 

pieces of remaining carcass that are left in and by the 

river. The se remains serve as fertilizer for the algae 

and sa-earnside plants that bloom in spring. Insect\ eat 

the algae and other plants. Young salmon eat the ins

ects and grow to complete their role in the endlessly 

recurring cycle of birth, nourishment and death. 

Salmon carcasses are not the exclusive preserve 

of the bald eagles. They may be the first and dominant 

consumer , but they share the bounty in a very specific 

sequence with gulls and crows. Each of these day

feeders contribut es to and benefits from the partn er

ship. Salmon eyes and brains are eaten first, followed 

by the soft tissue of the entrails. Th ese are drawn out 

through a hole the size of a cucumb er slice. Th e 

bald eagle's powerful beak and talons are best suited 

for ripping apart fish flesh, while the gulls' and 

crows' beaks are better for probing and picking 

delectable mor sel~. 

Th e supply ofSquamis h salmon is so bountifuJ 

that there is also plenty for the night-fe eders. Mink, 

raccoo ns, coyotes, bobcats, lynx, cougar and black bear 
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- and fi.irther upstream, grizzlies - all feast at this 

age-old restaurant, open 24 hours a day for either 

eat-in or take-out service. The take-out custom ers also 

do their part to enr ich the stream. The y carry their 

orders into the woods leaving rotting remains, whic h 

fertilize the forest floor - as do eagle leftovers and 

droppings. Th e drainage from this enri ched soil nour

ishes the river, which in turn feeds the esruary and 

eventually the sea. 

Thi s complex interp lay of eagle and salmon , soil 

and stream, animal and mineral strengthens the diversi

ty of the valley's enviro1m1ent. Each participant con

tribut es in its kind and benefits as it needs. In this 

diversity is strength, beauty and even v.risdom. When 

you follow ju st one thread, the dance of destiny 

betw een eagle and salmon, for examp le, you can see 

the entire tapestry of life. You can see that the whole 

is greater than the sum of the parts. To pull out one 

thread, one part, is to diminish the whole - and to 

enhan ce one thread is to so·ength en the whol e. 

For the most part, the natural tapestry of the 

Squaniish Valley is stiU whole, despite the harvesting 
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of mo st of the valley forest, whic h is now healthy sec

ond-growth forest, and the presence of indu strial and 

residential activity for several gene rations . Th e eagles 

came: because: the habitat was suitable, and that is why 

they con tinu e to come in evc:r greater numbers. 

The dramatic increase in the numb er of bald eagles 

wintering in the v<tlley is directly linked to a significant 

rise in bald eagle populations in the contin ental U.S. 

following the barn1ing of tl1e use of DDT , a pesticide 

which made their egg shells too thin to protect 

embryos. Th e parents ofi:en crushed their ow n off

spring. Th e increase in the numb er of overwint ering 

bald eagles is also linked to a precipitous decrease in 

suitable winter habitat in the Unit ed St1tes and along 

the soutl, coast of British Co lum bia. L1rge bodies of 

water are still there, but the tall u·ees and plentiful sup

ply of fish tl1at bald eagles require have been largely 

depleted in those region s. T here arc simply more bald 

eagles and fewer places for them to survive the ,vinte r. 

Am ong the many factors contributin g to habir.1t 

loss. urban sprawl has been one of the principal cul

pril, . Up to one -third of the salmon spawning popu 

lations in southwestern British Co lumbi a have been 

either lost or severely depleted . But the Squamish 

system has held its own. So far. 

It is no surpri se that bald eagles have been co ming 

to the Squam ish Valley in ever-increasing number s. In 

fact, over the past decade this gathering has beco me 

one of tl1e greatest single concentratio ns of \-vintering 

bald eagles in the world. Th e greatest clusters of bald 

eagles are closest to heavily wooded Brackendale, 

where, in 1994, as part of an annual regional survey of 

eagle populations, more than ·150 volunte ers count ed 

3,769 bird~ - 1,200 more than had ever been count 

ed before. While a scientific survey has yet to be co n

ducted , the count confirmed what appears to be a 

clear trend coward greater concentrations of overwin

tering bald eagles in the area. 

The numb c:rs in the informa l survey put the 

Squamish Ri ver and Brackend1le ahead of tl1e world 

record , also based 011 an informal count , established at 

the C hilkat Ri ver in Alaska 10 years before. T h.is earn

ed the Canadian community of 3,000 the title of tl,e 

"wo rld's \,vinter capital for bald eagles." Witl, more 

bald eagles than peop le in Brackendale, some volunt

eers said the skie.'i seemed filled wi th "cloud , o f eagles." 

23 

Th e clouds of eagles have set in motion a new 

cycle, a new dance in wh ich peop le are starting to 

learn new steps as partners with salmon and eagle. 



- ~ 





-
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Paradise at Ri sk 

like the land and waters, there have been distinct 

rhythms to the activities of peop le in the Squamis h 

Valley. But changes now seem to be com ing as fast 

as an eagle Aies, threaten ing the pa1~1dise that eagles 

and others have e1~oyed for the past 5,000 years. T h is 

sudd en shift of tempo is in d1dmatic co unterpoint to 

the ancient rhythms o f the valley. 

More than 3,000 years ago the native people, the 

Sko-Mi sh, were buildin g their cedar big houses at dif

ferent sites along the rivers that run th rough the valley. 

From Sko- Mish, a name some say means "b irth place 

of the wind~," came Squamish. From the Sko-Mis h 

peop le also comes a ,,vay of und erstanding the valley 

based on intimate know ledge of the ways of all crea

tures wh ich share the land and water. 

For thousand~ of years the Sko- Mish fished stream s 

rich with salmon and oo lichan, hunt ed in forests plen

tifol with dee r, mo ose and elk and collected plants, 

roots, berri es and seeds from the forest and rich delta 

soils. Th ey n~welled and m1ded widely in the interior 

and on the coast, all the wh ile staying n·ue co rr.1ditions 

passed from genetdtion to gene 1dcion. 

It vv::is a way oflife chat had already undergon e 

wre nching change whe n Squami sh hereditary chief 

Alvie Andrew was a boy at the cum of the century . 

Yee he still hunt ed birds with bows and arrows and 

fished rivers so thick with salmon he could easily spear 

them and Aip the silver-scaled fish to land. As this 

cencrny closes, he sees that w hile mu ch has changed 

aroun d him , some things w ill never change. 

"Th e salmon and the eagle and us peop le are all 

the same," says Andrew. " We all need places where we 

can live, where there is food, w here we can trlise ou r 

children. So much is so different from when I was 

young. The dirt tlrlck is now a highway. Where th.is 

house stands was once a swamp. l3ut long afi:er you 

and I are gone, the eagle, the salmon and people will 

still need the same thin gs." 

Tht: arrival of European settlers lace in the 

19th-century brought new needs, and new ways of 

meeting chem. Over a ccncu1y of boom s and busts 
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the settlers built farms, logged the forests, built cartle 

a-ails and com mercial fisheries. Th ey built mines, 

sawmills, pu lp m ills and porn, and established villages 

and town s that eventua lly became the D isn-ict Muni ci

pality ofSq u:1111ish . Th e rnilroads and highv\l::lys that 

finally linked the valley to Vancouver in the 1950s 

made it muc h easier fo r people from afar to discover 

the valley as a place of stunnin g natwrll beauty -

and a versatile playgrou nd. 



-

Bald e11~lcs mr superb l111111cr.s -
114,w r/1cy ""IIC' ro be. A 111em 

c111cr, rhc bald cn,elc 11111st mtc/1 ,111d 
kill all ir ca1s, or_{,11d.flesh tha/ h11s 

nlrc11dy /we,, killed. Smvc11gi1\e is 
the bald c<(Qlc~ prrfi:ncd 111ethod l!f 
.fi11di1t~_f;)()d. '17,cy nrr 111nstm a/ 

pim1i11~ - s1cnli1(Q_/i"0111 01/rc, eagles, 
111111 klcpt"f!ar,rsi1is111 - srea/i1,efro111 

or/rcr sp<Yics, cspffilrlly osprey. 
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" the dark hunter who 
is strongest and fastest of 
all that flies. '' 
HOMER. 

"/11e fi1111011s p11i1J1fl' 111111 ill,wnuor 

Jo/111 Ja111rs ,.111d11!1011 ""''' pniwcd 1hc 
bnld 1·nslc ,11111 dt•.<rribcd it, 
oppont11iistir fll(l)'S: "M1111y v11/r11rr., 
11,crc_feedii(~ ,,,, th<' r,11rass <!f II dc11d 
l1111-s1· 111hc11 the s11ddc11 "Jif!<'mw,rc ,!f' 
m1 eagle Jilli r/11·111 all toj/(Qlll, 011c 
mru>1\QST rhc r1•sr r,~rh ti porrim1 ,!f' Jiu• 
e111mils Ji"'·J/y s1H1llo1wd, 1111d JIil' 

re111ni11i1(Q parr, 11/10111 ti yard i11 lcr(Qth, 
dmt~lil(Q i11 J/w air. "111c t't(Qlc imrmuly 
111111"ked hi111 tllld S"'l' r/1,L<i'. 'TT,c pMr 
1111lr11rc tried i11 1~1i11 It< thiQOl)/1'. ll'hc11 
J/w ctt~lc. cc>111it\~ 11p. seized 1hc loose 
md of r/Jc .~11/ m11I dni~ecd rhc l,;nl 
alo11g.fi,r 20 or JO rarils, 11111r/1 •!~11i11;r 
i1s 1J1ill, wuil boJ/1_{rll 10 1/11· gm1111d 
1J1/ret1 ilw c11ie s1n1rk 1/1c 1111/t11rc ti/Id 
i11 a.fiw 1110111c111s killed it, t!ficr ll'hir/1 
he sw,11/or,,cd /ris ddici,111s 111,,r.scl. " 

A Plai11S 11¾11Tior'., s/ricld, 111ade <!f' btffii,lo 
l,ide ltnrdmcd by srcar,1 ,111d .mwkc, 111,1s 
ror,g/r c110t(Qh '" stop "'' arl"(lfl' .,,. di·flcrr 

a la11rc.J11sr 11s ll'<1rri,>1'S i111~1kcd 
s11pcrt1a/11ral pmffr,' 1/m>t(~h pmyer.s 

m,d sot(Q-' 114,ill' 111aki1(~ shield.,, .,o 1<10 
did /11111rcr.s mil "I''"' "'1i111,1/ spiril.' 

brfiirc scui,i~ 11111 ,,,, the /111111, 



Today the Sguamish Valley is e>..-periencing another 

stage in its evolution, as the forest industry that anchors 

the local econo my und ergoes profound change. People 

fear governm ent reductions in the amount of timber 

made available for logging w ill me an fewer jo bs, dimin

ished prosperity and a very cliffer,ent flavour to the life 

of the commun ity; yet people hop e this challenge also 

represents an opportuni ty to funlner diversify an econo

my already in mmsfonnation. 

Ove r the past two decades the pace of developm ent 

in the valley has quickened in syn c ,vith the spectacular 

growt h of metropolitan Vancouver to the south and 

Whi stler to the north. Families seeking breatl1ing space 

have started to inflate the popula 1tion and make 

Squamish another bedroo m community for Vancouve r. 

At the sam e time, tl1e S\vifi: rise of Whi stler as an inter

national resort is bringing more visitors to and throu gh 

the Squamish Valley. Th e high\lvay linking Vancouver 

and Wh istler passes tl1rough the valley, and there are 

now prop osals to boost tourism by e>..-panding both tl1e 

highvvay and service to tl1e airport , w hich is located at 

the edge of Brackendale. 

Visito rs come to the valley to camp , to ride the 

rapids on the m ountain rivers, or the antiqu e steam 

train, to fish and to climb tl1e bare rock faces of the val

ley ,valls. T hey are also comin g, in the tl10usands, to 

see tl1e " d ouds of eagles:' 

Many w ho live and work in the Squam ish Valley 

have been involved in the annual gathering of bald 

eagles. For more than 20 years, Brack endak Art Gall

ety founde r and propri eto r T hor Froslev has watched 

tl1e number of ,vint ering eagles, and eagle \¼ltchers, 

grow steadily. H e has been a drivin g force in making 

peop le more a,v.1re of the bird 's presence, promoting 

the annual bald eagle count and Brackenda le Eagle 

Festival and attempting to establish a reserve to prot ect 

tl1eir habitat. Now urban sprawl, indu strial activity and 

the grow ing numb ers of eagle watchers must be bett er 

integrated and managed so they wo n 't beco me threats 

to bald eagle habitat. 

"People are comin g here from across tl11e continent 

because they ,vant to e>..-perience the wonder of these 

crearures;' says Froslev. " I saw a man from Bo ston stand 

weep ing as he gazed on a tree full of bald eagles. This 

is a precious pan of life. If we don 't act now to protect 

habitat, we risk losing tl1e bald eagles forever. Th ere are 

fewer and fewer places lefi: for them to go ii.n ,vin ter in 

south ern British Col umbi a." 
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Froslev's wor k is closely allied to tl1at of the 

Squamish Esruary Conservation Society, whi ch has 

applied to the provin cial governm ent to establish a 

1,500-hectare bald eagle reserve along the :river. The 

grou p's treasurer, Len "Lefi:y" Goldsmitl1, is a lifelong 

area resident , a retired machinist and an avid outdoors -



"The clinching interlocking claws, 
a living.fierce gyrating wheel, 
Four beating wings, two beaks, 
a swirling mass tight grappling, 
In tumbling turning clustering loops, 
straight downward.falling, 
Till o'er the river pois'd, 
the twain yet one, 
a moment's lull 
a motionless still balance in the air, 
then parting, talons loosing, 
Upward again 
on slow-firm pinions slanting, 
their separate diverse flight, 
She hers, he his, pursuing. " 
from "T ht' Dalliance of Eagles" 
by WA LT WH ITMAN 

'Ii> M1zlr Wlri1111n11, rlre sky da11ci11g cf ea.eles 111as 
poefl')' i11 air; ro scic11risrs, ir is a Mlo11 grapple. 
Bur 110 011c is cerrai11 why ea,eles e11gage i11 
rhis double rarru,/1eeli11,~ thnr dazz les rhose 
lucky e11m(l!lr ro 111it11ess ir. Mosr belie11e 
tire 111twc111mts are a courts/rip display, 011e 
of rlre most elabomre of a11y mptor. It 111ay 
well be.for rlrc airbome i1uerr11,i11i11g seems 
11 prelude ,if ro_ectlremess to come. 1\1/ost Approach 
,rie111isrs also believe tlrnr eagles pair for 
lffe. Usually ea,~/cs Ji11d mates m abo11t age 

Ji11c, bur ()11/y 011e i11 IO suwi11es ro rlwr age. 
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man who kn ows these woods and wate rs as we ll as 

anyone in the v.illey. 

To him , protecting the kind, of trees the eagles 

need is as critical as protecting th e rivers. Go ldsmith 

s::iys a protected area wo uld benefit not on ly eagles, but 

aho trumpeter svv.111s, great blue herons, hun m1jngbirds, 

kingfishers, ducks and other wildlife. 

Anotl1<c:r local institutio n, the North Vancouver 

Outdoor Schoo l, a part of the public school system , is 

also keen ly attun ed to tl1e web oflife that supp orts 

salmon, eagle and people. Since its inception in 1969, 

the school has worked to enhance salmon and eagle 

habitat witl1 s□'Ong support from tl1e Department of 

Fishe1ies and Oceans and ocher groups. Th e schoo l's 

prim e fi.mction is hand,-o n environm enta l education 

that enhan ces peop le's und erstandin g of how they can 

beco me.: better integrated into life's tapestry. 

"We have a living library here;' says tl,e schoo l's 

principal , Victor Elderton. "The land, water and wild

life form a comp lex, fragile and wo ndrou s web that 

changes eve1y day. When we follow the changes of 

plant and animal life, we learn to change how we 

under stan d tl,c world and our place in it." 

Like Froslcv, Go ld,mith and many otl,ers in the 

valley. Elderton know s that tim e is beco ming a critical 

factor. Th e rising popularity of the eagles - and the 

consequent disturban ce that the viewin g public repre-
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sents - is a potential threat to tl1e overwint ering eagle 

pop ulation. Unr estricted publi c access to tl1e bald 

eagles vvintcring areas is already having an effect. Obse r

vers have noted tl1at when eagle watchers are out in 

force, eagles vacate the area - and return whe n people 

leave. M ost visitors come on weekends, so the distur 

bance is greatest men. Ther e is concern that peop le 

will start comin g du ring the week to avoid the crowd~. 

::incl so extend the time eagles are subjec ted to hum an 

intrusion. And mere are furth er concerns about tl,e 

pot ential effects of increased air traffic. housing develop

ment , the e:-..-pansion ofSqu amish port facilities and the 

logging of privJte timbe rlands on prime eagle habit.1t. 

The O utdoo r Schoo l had a furth er concern about 

it~ ow n fi.1nire in conn ection wit!, con tinued fi.mding 

at a time when schoo l boards across the region were 

loo king for ways to cut costs. Its ow n habit.1t, in the 

form of a lease-to-o wn agreement on tl,e school 's 165 

hectare (420 acre) site near Brackendale, vvas facing a 

potential challenge. ll y chance Elderto n saw an ad by 

Th e Na ture Conse rvan cy of C anada. Th e ad invited 

concern ed Canadian s to call a toll-free numb er if they 

,vamed to help preserve Canada's wild places. 

Elderto n called . Th e Nantre Co nservancy 

entered the picture , inaugura ting another cycle of 

ch:mg e in the valley - and brin ging new hope to 

the eagles of 13rackendal e. 
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Protection in Perpetuity 

Victor Elderton's call to the Natu re Co nservancy has 

opened a window of oppo rtuni ty for not only the 

eagles ofB rackendale, but aim for individuals and 

groups in the Squam.ish Valley, across British Columbia 

and Canada, and indeed, around the world . 

In many ways, the Nature Co nservancy's involve

ment marks a watershed in the way this national 

charity is helping save Ca nada's wild places while 

there's still tim e. 

Afi:er the phone call and subsequent contacts and 

visits to the Squam.ish Valley, T he Co nservancy con

ducted a thorough evaluation , as it has done for each 

of the 600 preserves it has already helped establish 

across the country. Establishing these preserves gener

ally involved focusing protectio n on a single species, 

purchasing either a single or a few pieces of readily 

identified property, securin g financial supp ort from a 

number of private sources and involving a local group 

or governm ent min.isu-y in long- term ste,vardsh.ip that 

wou ld maintain natural values. As a rule, it has all been 

done quietly, behind tl1e scenes. 

In tl1e Squamish Valley, the challenge and the 

response are different , says I<irk Davis. Directo r of the 

Nature Co nservancy in British Co lumbia. 

"We' re look ing at mu ltiple species, includin g 

salmon, eagles and various o·ees: and there is no single 

property, but a patchwork throughout me valley -

111a11y of them in the midst of homes, businesses and 

induso-ial sites." Davis explains. "We also have a multi

tude of interests to consider, including biodiversity, 

First Nations, urban development, and the forest 

industry, tour ism and o,msportation.'· 
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For many, this apparent conflict among interests 

is a tremendous oppo rtuni ty to guide the evolution 

of the valley in ways that enhance both the environ

ment and the economy. At least tlut 's the way M eg 

Fell owes, Squamish Distr ict Municipality cou ncillor, 

secs the situation. 

"On the estuary we still have overwintering water

fowl right next to log-booming grou nds, a yacht club 

and major trucking activity; it's a unique jtLxtaposition, 

and we lmow it's possible," Fdlowes says. "Whetl1er 

we want it or not. people will be coming from all over 

to see the eagles here, prob::ibly in overwh elmin g num 

bers. We have to plan ve1-y carefi1lly how to protect 

and enhance this ancient part of our ecology while it 

becomes a new part of our eco nomy." 



''And we (being in love) in us find the eagle and the dove. '' 

A bald enc~le pair llltlke (Ill eyrie, 
or eagle 11cs1. ,if sticks, brm1clres, 

bark, a11d 1/!ceds, fllirlr 1/refe111ale 
doi1i~ 1110s1 c?( 1/re b11ildiug. T/,e 

co11plc 11sc 1/rc 11es1 year after yem; 
1111d efte11 b11ild back-11p 11ests as 

file/I. Bald ca,~lc 11es1s are 1/re lm;ges1 
bird 11ests i11 Nonlr A111erica, ,ifreu 

.fi11111d ill old-,~rowtlr /recs. O11e 11es1 
ill llOrilrcm Cal/fomia 111eas11rcd six 
111erres (20 fl) deep (IC/ti 1/rree 111etres 

(10 ft ) across tire top. ft 11,e(~lred 
2,700 kg (6,000 lbs). 

Bald eagle co11plcs li11e tl1e 11cs1 111itlr 
.fentlrers, s~fr gremery alld 11eedles 
.fro111 evc~~reells,jor111i11g a sl(~/11 

lrollm,, i11 rice ce111re for eggs. 17,ey 
also decorate tl1e top edge ivitlr 

grl'e111•r11 per/raps to sig11al to ot/1er 
ca,~lcs tlrat tire 11est is occupied. 

JO HN DUNNE 

Four Shapes ef t/re Eagle's Nest 

Inverted Cone 
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/11 tire R.,0111a11 ar111y, eaclr 1111it /rad a 
sta11dard; tire sta11dard ,if a /egit,11 11us 
tire aq11il,1, or eagle. 17,e le;?io11s 
believed a site 11m s11irablc.fi,r 111i11ter 
quarters /( a11 eagle's eyrie 11~1S 111•arb1•-



Fortunat ely the Nanu-e Co nservancy has some new 

cools, as well as strong financial commitments chat will 

help make the mo st of chis oppom1nicy. ln 1994, a new 

provincial law enabled third parties such as T he Con

servancy to hold and enforce conservation covenants 

registered on land titles. Thi s ,v;is previously the exclu

sive province of governme nt. T hese conservation 

covenants may prove an invaluable addition to ounig ht 

land acquisition in protecting salmon and eagle habitat 

on the patchwork of properties in the valley. 

To date, the fonding the Nature C onservancy has 

secured for the eagles ofBracke ndaJe marks a depar

rure from its tradition al practice of cultivating support 

from a numb er of organizations. Early on, it becam e 

clear that substantial resources would be needed for so 

ambitious a projec t. It also became clear that there was 

very strong i.ncerest in providing initial financial supp ort 

for tl1e project from a ingle source - the Forest 

Alliance of British Co lumbia. 

T he Forest Alliance is a coalition of Briti sh 

Co lumbi ans from all areas of tl1e province and all 

walks of life w hose comm on concern is co protect 

B.C.'s forest environm ent and forest-based economy. 

Th e Alliance's mission is to find ways to achieve both 

environm ental pro tection and econo mic stability in the 

use of the province's forest resources. Ge tting involved 

in the eagles ofBrac kendale project also marks the start 

of moving in a new direction for the Alliance, says 

C hairman Jack Mun ro. 

' ' It is part of moving away from confrontation and 

reaction toward proactive coope ration ," Mun ro says. 

'T he forest industry is changing and it affects all of us. 

We're turni ng to mu ltiple use, learnin g to balance 

environm ental and eco nomi c realities. Th e Naru re 

Conservan cy has a great O"ack record of being able to 

deal with complex issues and wo rk with all parties. 

We feel working togetl1er with tl1em is a pe1fect fit 

for the Forest Alliance's new direction." 

For Munro , the supp ort will be more than ju st 

financial. 

"T here is a lot of know-how in the Alliance. Th ere 

is also a lot we can contribut e as a hands-o n parm er." 
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Whil e tl1e exten t, type and admiuiso"ation of the 

preserve have yet to be identified, a few essentials ,u-e 

clear, says the Narur e Co nservancy's Davis. Th e 

financial supp ort of the Forest Alliance is crucial to 

secure and protect land and critical salmon spawning 

areas on which eagles depend. The acquisition and 

protection of land has proven itself time and again, 

perhaps mo st notab ly along tl,e C hilkat Riv er near 

Haines,Alaska. Th e first significant parcel of land mat 

will become part of a nature preserve has ah-eady been 

identified: tl,e 165 hectare ( 420 aa-e) Nortl1 Vancouver 

Outdoor School site. 

Wildlife biolo gists Barry Boo tl, and Marku s 

M erkens have condu cted research on bald eagles in 

tl1e Sguamish watershed for the Nanu -e Co nservancy. 

T hey believe that maintaining bald eagles in tl1e 

Brackendale area will require integrating bald eagle 

biology with forest management and urban develop

ment outside an eagle reserve, as well as controlling 

access to the win tering areas. Thi s kind of approach 

wo uld allow the public to experi ence tl1ese regal 

raptors in a setting tl1at simultan eously prom otes 

und erstanding, protects their winte r habitat and con

oibut es to the ir healtl, and survival. 



''like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its 
wings, catching them, bearing them in its pinions ... '' 
DEUTERONOMY 32: 11 

Bald eagle eggs arc .m111II i11 
ror11p11riso11 t() rl,c sizi, q( • r 
tl,e bird. • 

'17,e.firsr e,t~ler ro I,111c/1 isfed.firsr. Figlrri,,g 
oflerr enrprs, mrd rarr be ler/111/ ro yo1111ger eaglets. 
n, ere are 1111() ro rl,reefeedirrgs a day 1111d eaglers 
cm, ger more r/11111 50 birs ef food irr a sirrgle 

~ 
2 10-111i1111te feedirrs-n, e bald eagle is 011e ef r!,e 
~ f ruresr lro11tirt~ birds i11 J\'orrl, Arrrerim. /11 six 
i 111ceks, eaglets are -10 rimes rl,eir birrl, we(~lrr. !( 
~ a /1111111111 bab)' .~nw rufrut, irr six weeks, l,e or 
~ sire 1/l()rr/d 111e(~/, more r/11111 136 kg (300 lbs). 

; ----------------
~ Cl,uc/1: 0 11e to rl,ree eg~s, 11s1111ll)' 1111() 

/11mbmio11: 31-46 days 
Eggs rrmred er,ery l,011r 

Ar six ro severr 111eeks, e,r_~lers srarr earirrg 011 
tl,eir 011m; m IO ro 12 11,eeks, rI,e)' lrm,e 
111/ rl,eir fearlrcrs 1111d cm, leave 1/,c rresr. 
Us,1111/y yo1111g e,i~les j 11sr srarr .f111ppi11g 
t/,dr 11ti11gs 11111/ .fly. 11_/ier a f e111 1110111/is 
r!,cy become adepr lmruers. -n1e11 rl,ey 
are ready lo lea11e 1/,c 11esti1,g area 11111/ 
rrr(~mre ro 11ti1rrer /111bi1m. Head 11111/ 
1t1i!Je11tl,ers starr r11mi1(~ 11,/1ite 111/re11 
rlre birds are three yem~ old; by age 
scverr, tl1ey're .firlly 111/l/11rc, 11111/ /,cad 
mrd tail fem!,ers m'I' mrrrpletely wl,ire. 

). 

\ 

i\ 

,\ 

' ' 

Bald eagles are 1111e111i1,e parems. D11ri1,g i11a1bmio11, borl, 11111/e 
1111d f emale lose rl,e feml,ers 011 a small pare!, 011 

tl,e /o11,er bre/151. "nrr's area J,115 a ricl, 
s11pply ef blood 1,essels rhm rrm,efer 
/,eat to tl,e eggs. 17,e f emale 
does 111osr ef //,e irrar
batir,g, 1111d eggs are 
rare/)' left alorre. 

3 days 8 weeks 1-2 years Fully Mature 
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"Be ing involved in this sort of management will 

be new terTitory for us," adds Davis. "But there is an 

enorm ous amount of know ledge, concern and will

ingness among so many different group s to work 

together for change. Th e Co nservancy is really more 

of a catalyst in a process that is attemptin g to provide 

protection in perpetuity." 

Th e final way the eagles of Brackendale proj ect 

breaks new ground for the Nature Conse rvancy is 

that it will become a very public aA-:1ir. Thi s book is 

the first step in in forming people of what has been 

done to date and of the hurdles to come. From this 

point forward , people's interest and energy for the 

eagles could swell into a river of suppo rt. And this 

river, en riched by und erstanding , cou ld become as 

important to the surv ival of these eagles as the 

annual return of salmon . 

The intimate connection between eagle and 

hum an is something the people of the Squamish 

Nation haw always known . To them, the salmon and 

eagle are peop le,ju st as you and I are people, according 

to Aaron Nelson-Moody, who helps develop native 

curri culum for the Squami sh Nation . 

"We a-eat them with 1-espect, as we would :mother 

human being;' says Nelson-Mood y, whose native name 

is Tawk-sin Yeqwulla, or Splashing You ng Eagle. "This is 

a shared space. When we enter their part of the space, 

we do so with the eagles' leave and on their terms." 

People arc becomi ng aware of the rhythms of the 

land beneath them. Th ey feel mor e deeply the con

nection betwee n themselves, the salmon in the river 

and the eagles in the sky. And they are seeing that the 

window of oppo rtunity is open. 

Th e time to :ict is now. The place to act is here. 

Th e eagles ofBra ckendale are coming. May they 

always return. And may they always find people who 

n·eat them with respect. 
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The dinosaur-bird link 
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''Take a bird and pluck the feathers 
ojf and you have a dinosaur'' 
PHILIP CLJRJUE. Paleomologist 

Mosr di1ws1111rs disappeared 65 111il/io11 
years ago, b111 so111r ef t/,e s11111/ler 011es 
,vi,,ged 1/,eir ""'Y i1110 r/,e f 11111rc, 
11m1rdi1t~ ro Philip C111ric, 11111/,or 
<!rn,e Flyiit~ Di110s1111rs 1111d 
direcror <!f r/,e di11osmrr rcsenrc/, 
progm111 nr r/,e Royal Tyrell 
M11se11111 cf Pt1/co1110/o,~)' ;,, 
D111111/1cllr1;Alben11. Ir~ 11 rl,eory 
/,c s/111res wit/, R,,bert &,kker. 11 
US. p11/co1110/ogisr m,d 11111/ror (!(TI,c '\~ 
Di,wsmir Heresies. 17,cy d111/le1t~e II lmt~
/,e/d viell' tlwt di11os1111rs n11d birds s/,nred r/,c same 
m,cestors. /,IS/end, r/,ey s11ggest, bi,rls c1cr11ally desce11dcd_fi-0111 di11osm1rs . 

C11rrie mid Bakker cite more 1/11111 100 si111ilariries bctwee,, 
di11osm1rs mid birds, i11c/11di1,g: 111ar111 bloodcd11ess, bmi11 
rapnbiliry,Jc,or sm1cr11re, social gm11p.fi111aio11, 1111111111/ 

111(gmrio11s n11d remi11g q( 1/,eir )'Olll(l?. 

Arc/,aeopteryx-
1/,e earliesr bird 

A sk£'1Ch qf 1/,e /1ypor/,e1icnl "Pr,,,wis," proposed by so111e 
scie111is1s 11S II rrec-d111elli11g m,cesror ro rlrc/111eopreryx a11d 
111odem birds. Pronvis was 1/,011,~/,1 to /,ave glided m1/,er 
1/,1111 .flo,1~1, 11~·111 smles e11e1111111/ly C11olvi1;~ i1110 fenrhcrs. 

42 



The Natur e Conservan cy of Canada 

The Natur e Co nservancy of Canada is the only 

national charity dedicated to purchasing areas of eco

logical significance, outstanding beauty and educational 

interest in order to protect biodiversity. 

Th e Natur e Co nservancy focuses on the most 

threaten ed ecosystems in Canada, those in which only 

a fraction of the original habitat remains. Th e beach es, 

woodlands, wetlands, and prairies Th e Co nservancy 

acguires include important w ildlife sanctuari es, envi

ronm enca.l education areas, the last n-aces of wilderness 

near urban cenn·es or lands that are symbol s of our 

country 's natural splendou r. Th ese lands have been 

identified as high pr ioriti es for preservation by a 

national network of scientific advisors. 

Th e propertie s the Nanir e Co nservan cy purchases 

are permanentl y protec ted as nature preserves, parks, 

public recreation areas, wildlife and forest management 

areas, 1-anches and histori c or archaeological sites. 

The Co nservancy brin gs about the conservation of 

natural land on a meaningfol scale by combinin g tl1ree 

c,;ti cal components: science, real estate skills and finan

cial resources. The Natu re Co nservancy's acquisitions 

are based on building partner ships, applying real estate 

expertise and developing creative steward,hip sn-at

egies. The Con servancy works \\lith a variety of 

sources - individual'i, corpo 1-ations, communiti es and 

governm ents - to assemble capital to secure privately 

owned nann:al lands. Taking a cue from the infinite 

variety of nanu·e, Th e Co nservancy takes a flexible 

approach to sn·ucn iring acquisitions that conserve 

these nan u:al, nationa l m~asures. Th e Nature Co nser

vancy takes pride in work ing with business and 

thankin g their parmers publicly. 

Th e results of this approach speak for themselves. 

Since it'i foundin g in 1962, the Nature Conse rvancy 

has established some 600 nan 1re prescrws, helping to 

protect more than 494,543 hectares (1,222.000 acres) 

witl1in Canada. Th e contr ibutions of some 20,000 

donors natiomvide have now made it possible to 

accelerate the pace of protection. Since 1990, Th e 

Conservancy has raised more than $37 million for 

conservation. Today, Th e Co nservancy establishes a 

new nanire preserve every cwo weeks. 

,.,.. ~ 
NAruRE ,W.. 

CONSERVANCY 

43 



44 



45 



''They that wait upon the lord shall renew thcir strength; 
they shall be mount up with wings as eagles'' 

"I 111is/, 1/,e bald ea.~le /,ad 1101 bcl!tl 
chose11 115 1/,e represewarive ef our co1111/I')'• 

I-le is a bird ef bad 1110ml c/1amacr, like 
1/,ose muo1,g 111e11 who /it,e by sh11rpi11g 

1111d robbiug, /,e is very efrc11 poor 11111/ 1,ery 
efre11 lousy." 

Be11ja111i11 Frmrkliu,f01111di11~fi11/1er qf i/1e 
U11ired Srares ef America 

TI,e deadly /iuk betuiee11 500,000 
DDT 1111d bald eagle 
reproducrio11 1/1(1S .firsr 
ide111!fied by II retired 

C1111adi1111 ba11k 111a11ager 
1111d 11111arcur omit/,o/ogist, 

Charles Broley. 400,000 

300,000 

200,000 

100,000 

ISAIAH, -!0:31 

Early seu/crs regarded bald eagles llS pests; they shot a11d poi
so11ed them, <111d 111i11ed their habitat by cleari11g tire la11d, b11ild
i1,g dams <111d pol/111ing 11-r1te111111ys. By the early 201lt-cen111ry 
the bald eagle bega11 to disappear Jro111 1n11c/1 ef its range i11 the 
US. !11 the /me 1940s a11d 1950s, 11111ter pol/111ion I/XIS 

becoming a scrio11s problem. ftr partic11/ar, 1/1e pesticide DDT 
began fl/orking its 11X1y thro11glr rite food chai11 <111d il/(o rite fish 
r/Mr bald eagles ate. By rite 1960s, it !Md ca11sed me/, a dm
maric decline in bald eagle reprod11ctio11 1/rm 1/,ey were believed 
10 be 011 rite b,ink ef e.-.::rinction i11 rite continemal Unired Simes. 
DDT was evel/(11al/y ba,med <111d bald eagle pop11/a1io11s recov
ered so stro1,gly 1/,111 r/1eir s1m11s I/XIS 11pgmded from endangered 
10 1/rremened. Pollr11io11 m,d development, however, still remain 
significm/1 r/1rcats 10 bald eagles. 

l600A.D. 

Esri111ated* Norr/1 A111erirn11 bald eagle populatio11, 
/600A .D. to 2000A.D. 

1700A. D. 1800A.D. 1900.11.D. 

* brurd 011 mmpilaticmfrom 1urious sornres. 
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"A bird ueither beaur!fitl 110r musical 
11or good for food, bw murderous, 

greed)\ /,aref,tl to all, rite ame ef all 
1111d wir/, its great pouier ef doiug /,ar111 
011ly surprused by irs desire to do ir." 

Erru111us, Durc/, Reuaiss1111ce scholar 
referri11g lo 1/,e eagle 

ill 1962, 1/1e publimtio11 c!f 
Rachel Carson's Si/ell/ Spri11g 
alerted 1/,c world ro rite exrem 

1111d da11gcrs ef pollwio11 to 
bor/, wildl!fe mid people. 



The Nature Conservan.cy of Canada in British Columbia 

Th e Nature Conserva ncy launched its efforn in B.C. 

in 1972. Over the past 23 years. Th e Conservancy has 

helped establish 31 nature preserves comp rising some 

12,249 hectares (30,068 acres) throughout British 

Co lumbia.Th ese preserves protect some ofB .C.'s most 

threatened natural areas: wetlands, old-growth forests, 

grasslands and coastal habitats such as the Gu lf Islands. 

Th e first project involved working vvith other 

interests to secure 59 hectares (145 acres) of wetland 

habitat at Mud Bay/Bou nda1y Bay. l ocated in the 

Fraser R..iver Estua1y ju st south of Vanco uver, Bound 

ary Bay has both national and ecological significance 

as an area for nligrato1y birds and many otl1cr species 

of wildlife. 

A variety o f conservation projects soon fol

low-ed. many of them coo perative efforts with com

muniti es in the Gulf Islands. Who le islands, and parn 

of islands, have been purchased and are now pro tected 

for scienti.fic research, educational use and the preserva

tion of natural biological diversity. 

• Cabbag e Island (4 hectares/ 11 acres) in 1978. 

• Sidney Island ( 42 hectares/ I 05 acres) in 1979. 

• Brackm an Island (5 hectares/ 12 acres) in 1988. 

47 

• Galiano Island ( 17 hectares/ 42 acres) in 1990; 

ve1y rare B.C. habitat of dry coastal Douglas fir 

forest and the south - facing clif:E of Mt. Sucil. 

• R.ead Island (9 hectares/22 acres); forest habitat 

preserving a pocket of old-growth fir and cedar. 

• Quadra Island (23 hectares/ 57 acres) at Morte 

Like. Four clifi:erent ecological communities, 

includin g endangered coastal Dou glas fir, are 

represented. 

Parmership has been critical to The Conserv

ancy's success in securing natural habitats tlu·oughout 

the province. Th e mo st recent example is the Com

monwealt h Natur e Legacy Park , a 1,057 hectare 

(2,612 acre) d1y coastal Doug las fir forest borde red by 

eight kilomea-es of pristine ocean horeline. The 

Mount Broadwo od He ritage Conservation Area in 

soutl1eastern British Colu mbi a represented Cana da's 

largest private conse rvation project in 1992. The 8,944 

hectares (22, I 00 acres) in the Conservation Area has 

tl1e greatest abundance :md diversity ofhrge mammal s 

on private land in N ort h Ameri ca - including grizzly 

bear, elk, bighorn sheep, wolves and cougars. 



~ 
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''Screaming the night away with his great wingfeathers, 
Swooping the darkness up, I hear the eagle bird 

Pulling the blanket back off from the eastern sky. " 

To get to Sq11amisl, and Br(l[kendale 
from v&11co11ver, drive 11ortl, 011 Hwy. 

99, t/ie Sea-to S/..7 Higl,111ay, a 
spectaadar 7 5-kilometre drive along 

Howe So1111d. Brackendale is 8 
kilometres north of Sq11amisl,. From 

vV/1istler,follow Hi11i1. 99 so11t/,, 

,: ✓-
/ I' -

IROQUOIS INVITATION SONG 

Eagle Run 
'This is d,, bat and ma,t 
IVIIPttli,nt v/twing lill in ~ 
Squamish 'l-6/hy. Tho-, ii 
to<1JUUk parlt/ng, wheddutir = and, lnjanual')I hundmh 
of bald tag/a. 

Mamquam River 
&gla fa,d ha, on gnn,d ban ., 
w mm,th and ahmg w banlu 

ofw rim: UfJJJc ahmg w diu 
tNiu on d,, lidu of d,, rim: 

Trumpeter 
Swans 
Thtsethganlwnik 
uutafow/ tml aflm 
bt stm in shall11W 
tid4/.,.,,,.lntht 
mrJml chmmtL 

Tenderfoot Creek 
Salmon Hatchery 
rol/ow Anndlse 1,6//q, Road 

fa< mbutJa ,_,, tf the bridRt . . 
"'"' the a..,J,am,,s Rim 
Ha/mtry optn ID the pub/k 
daily fiom 9 a.,n. to J p,111. 
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Please Do Not Di,111,b 

Wiureri1i~ eagles need to feed c!fte11 a11d 
co11sen,e e11e,gy to s111vive tl,e cold all(I 
111et. Wi11ter is espedally l,ard 011 yo1111ger 
eagles w/io are still growing. People 
111aki11g noise a11d tramping t/,roug/, t/ieir 
feeding a,1d resting areas, 1111d rJ,e so,111d of 
11101orboats upset t/,e ea_gles a,11/ 111ake 
t/1e111 bum up precious c11l?IJ/}1, Please keep 
your dista11ce. Respect t/,e eagles' need for 
peace mid quiet. And please respect private 
property. 

C/1oosi11g a Visiting Site 

·n,ere are se11em/ good sites for viewing 
eagles. &7.~le R1111 is t/ie 111ost co1111e11ic111 
m,d 011e of tl,e most popular. TI,e 
Ma111q11a111 River is m10tl1er favourite 
spot. Yo11 cm, walk 011 trails ,m t/ie dike 
011 bor/, sides qf Higl,way 99 mid sec 
eagles 011 t/ie gravel bars a11d perc/ied i11 
rl,e trees. if )'OIi f o/10111 Paradise 1111/ey 
Road abo11r five 111i1111tes 11ortl, of tl,e 
bridge 011er t/,e C/,eaka11111s R..iver at 

C/,eekeye, )'OIi 11n'I/ come I<> Te11deifoot 
Creek Hatcl,e71; a great spot for seei11g 
eagles, sal111011, l,ero11 a11d ducks. 



The Forest Alliance of British Colu1nbia 

Th e Forest Alliance ofB.C. is a coalition of British 

Columbians from all areas of the provinc e and all 

walks of life whose commo n concern is to protect 

B.C.'s forest environm ent and forest-based eco nomy. 

Th e mission of the Alliance is co find ways to achieve 

both environmental protection and eco nomic stability 

in the use of British Co lumbia 's forest resources. 

Th e purpose of the Forest Alliance is to provide a 

mech anism through wh ich the ·interests of British 

Columbians, concern ed ,vith maintaining a healthy 

forest environme nt and forest-based eco nomy, can be 

coo rdinated and be represented to governm ent , indu s

try and the public. 

T he Alliance provides British Columbians \vith 

informati on on the current state ofB. C.'s forest prac

tices and forest enviro1m1ent , and indicates where 

impro vement is needed to ensure the long-term 

health and produc tivity of both the forest industry 

and the forest enviro1m1ent. 

Goals 
to create a broad-ba sed membership of people 

who support protecting the forest environm ent 

and maintaining the forest indusny as a means 

of ensurin g a diverse and st1ble economy for 

Briti sh Co lumbia. 

• to provide educational program s, seminars and 

special projects to improve British Co lumb ians 

av;areness of what is taking place in their 

forests. 
• to identify issues in d1e use ofB. C.'s forest land 

and forest resources that memb ers of d1e 

Alliance feel require attention and to 

communicate the facts and various perspectives 

on these issues to British Co lumbians. 
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• to make reconm1endations to indusn·y, 

governm ent and other forest-sector groups on 

issues pertaining to B.C.'s forest resource s, their 

plannin g, man:igeme nt and use. 

• to provide a vehicle and forum for dialogue 

amon g the various stakeholders in British 

Col umbia's forest lands. 

Structure 

Directed by a Citizens Board of appro~~imacely 30 

British Co lumbi ans representing various communiti es 

and different points of view, the Alliance prnvides a 

broad perspective on forestry issues. 

T lu·ough a variety of activities, includin g com mis

sioned studies, and face-finding missions, the Alliance 

investigates and conm1unicates facts surroundin g forest 

issues. Th rough seminars, community forum s and pub

lications, the Alliance supp orts dialogue on land use. 



A Gallery of Eagles 

&Id Eagle With Sal111011, R obert Bateman 

Wherever the eagle ranges - and cliac is the whole world except Antarctica - it has become a 

symbol on which the imagination soar.;. The art and artifacts on these pages ,ue meant to be a 

mere sampling of cl1e ways the eagle has opened eyes, and minds, over millennia. People nan1rally 

develop an affinity for the types of eagle wicl1 whom they share the land, sea and sky. In the Pacific 

Northwest, it is the bald eagle that gives wing to cl1e irnagination of native and newcomer alike. 
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A Gallery of Eagles 

11,e &Id Eagle, Jolm James Audubon 
Collection of the New-York Historical Society 
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Eagle 811lgi11g Bem Bowl, Larry Rosso, 
Gallery off ribal Art 

Eagle Gre11se Bowl, Willied Sampson (Gitksan), 
Douglas Reynolds Gallery 

Eagles Pole, Richard Hunt, 
Gallery off ribal Art 

A Gallery of Eagles 
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Nisroc/, Wll.5 au eagle-lleoded god ef 
m1de11t Assyria. Eagle gods were com-

111011 i11 a11de11t Mesopota111ia. TI,e 
Babylo11ia11 god ef fertilit)\ s1on11 1111d 
amr ,ms a1101ller eagle god, 1\'i11gmm. 



A Gallery of Eagles 

A representatio11 ef Canida fr()m 17zailmzd. Gm11da is a bird-ki11gfrom a11cie11t llldia11 scriptures. 
171is implacable enemy ef serpems can'ied Visl,1111, a member ef tlze Hi11d11 rri11ity who efte,, took 011 

lu1111m1 Jomz, mosr 11otably as Kris/z11a. 171e Canu/a is a familiar image across s011tl1easr Asia. 

Eagle Belt Buckle, Henry Green, 
Gallery oITribal An 

Splir Eagle Desig11 Ri11g, Norman Bentley, 
Galle1y oITribal A1t 

Eagle, Silkscreen Print, Larry Ros.10 
Douglas Reynolds Galle1y 
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Eagle Bracelet, Henry Green, 
Gallery oITribal An 



A Gallery of Eagles 

En.~le Trmisfor111i11g i1110 Itself, Robert Davidson 
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A Gallery of Eagles 

Eagle About to Take Fl(~ht, artist unknown, Meiji Period,Japan, 1868 - 1912 
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A Gallery of Eagles 

T1iis anwork is 1/ze creatio11 ef well-k11011111 Coast Salis/, artist Richard Krell/;::, 
011e ef 1/ze Sl,i'.;l,a'/11 (Scd1e/1) 11111io11. -n,e artist~ style reflects a s1rcmgfai1J, i11 

/,is creator. l111/1e1l1er /,is im,t~es are c11n1ed i11 cedar or pai111ed 011 wood or paper; 
t/1ey ponmy q1111li1ies of l1ope,joy, peace a11d lo11e. 

-n,e Eagle ,m1d1es over all cre111io11. ·n,c Eai e is t/ze proteaor o.f 1/ze lwme 
<111d is 1/ze symbol qf wisdom 1111d 11isio11. 

"TT1c N11111re Cm1senJ(IIIC)' ,if Ca11ada is gmuf,,I for Ric/111,d~ gwero11s .~ift 
ef 1/zis or[~i11al an 10 011r Ea,~les ef Bmcke11dale co11se1va1icm ~ff"ort. 
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The Sq11amish people tell this story to celebrate the d,ythm of life that brings the salmon to thefr 
waters. Without the return of the sal111011, there would be 110 return. of the eagles to the vallL'}'• 

Why the Salmon Came to the Squamish Waters 

Long ago when animals and hurnan being, ,vere the same. 
there were four brotheL"s who went about doing good. They 
usually travelled on die water, in a c~o e. Th is was not ;in 
ordina1y c:moe; it wa, really the youngest of die four brothers 
n-ansformed into that shape. 

Coming to d1..: Squamish one time, they were persuaded 
by the chief to stay a while in hi, village. Knowing die ,von
der-working powers of the brothers, die chief said to diem. 
"Won't you bring d1e salmon people to our shores? We are 
often short offood . We know that salmon is good. but they 
never come to our ,v.iters." 

•·w e ,vill pcrsuade thc salmon people," 1eplied d1e oldest 
brodier, " if we can find out where diey live. We shall havc to 
ask Snook.um, d1c sun:' 

But it was difficult to gcr near enough to the srn1 to ask 
him ~yd1ing. He was a wily cn~attne and seldom lcft the 
sky. The brodicrs knew mat d1ey would have to 

use craft to bring him down After much pondcr
ing and discussion. they mmsformed die younf,'t:St 
brodier into a salmon and tied him to th..: sho1e 
widi a fishing line. 13y sporting about in the 
watcr, the salmon attJ~tcted the attention of 
Snook.um. But before doing anyd1ing, the sun 
also used c1:ift; he caused the three brothers to go 
into a deep n~mcc. Then in the form of an eagle, 
Snooku111 descended fium die skJ, pounced upon 
the s.c.lmon and flew away wid1 it, breaking d1e 
line as he flew. 

When die dm::c brothers awakened fiu m their 
o:ince, d1cy used meir wonder-working powers 
ag;un. They nansformed dieir d,ird brother into a 
whale and tied him to th..: shore. This time mey 
used a rope, which ,v::ts srouter d1:m the line they 
had used for d1e s.c.lmon . A!§clln the sun ca<;t the 
brothers imo a o·,mce and descended 6.um me sky 
in d1e form of an cagle. He fixed his claws firmly 
into die flesh of the floating whale and sta1ted alofi: 
with it. Thi, time the rope did not b1eak. Again 
and again die eagle o·ied to break it, but he could 
not. Neither could he free his claws fium the 
whale's flesh. 

While he was still sm1ggling, d1e two brothers 
awoke fium their trance. They pulled the whale 

to shore, dr:1gging the sun with it. They said to Snook.um. 
"Don't stmggle, my friend. You carnmt get away without uur 
help, :111d we will not give it co you unless you do what we .L~k 
you to do.'· 

K11owing that they had outwitted him, Sun-Eagle sm 1g
gled 110 1110 11~ with the whale. ·'What do you ,v.int me to do:· 
he tLskcd) 

"Tell us where: the salmon people live." said the oldest 
brod1er. "You cm sec all over d1e wodd when you an:· up in 
the ski' 

·T he home of the s.c1l111011 is a long way off in that din:c
tion.'· replied the Sun. pointing to\\:J1tl die \\ 't'St. '·Jfyou ,v:11H 
to visit them. you must first prepare much mediLinc ;ind take it 
\\~th you. Thell all ,viii be ,vcll:' 

The brod1er released Sun-Eagle. and he flew off into dw 
cloud,. After gtthc1i ng many herbs and making much medi

cinL'. diey said to die Sguamish people, '·Ger out 
your canocs and make 1eady for a longjo urney. 
At sunrise tomonuw we will set out for a visit 
with d1e salmon people." 

Next morning d1ey all stanecl westward. For 
1rnny days they paddled, and finally they camc 
11ear an island. But d1ey cmJd not gee close to ic; 
shon: because of a large ,unount ofnoati11g char
coal. One of the Squanush youth oiecl to wJlk 
on it. but it gave ,v.iy beneath his feet and he 
diuwned. Paddling around the charcoal. they 
went to the odier side of die island. Thrn : d1cy 
saw what seemed to be a village. Smoke of all 
colmn~ rose imo the clouds. 

"T his seems to be tbc counny wc :u'C looking 
for," said the brothe1~. ·'Sun cold us th.it this is the· 
home of the s.1.lmon people." 

So d1L' paddlers took the C:lllOL-S ro the bL~irh. 
which was ve1y broad and smooth. All the 
Sqrnmish people w t:nt toward tht: village, die 
tour b1ut her, canying the medicine with diem. 
They gave some of the medicine to the Sp1ing 
Salmon, the cluef of die village. A~ a l\:sulr. hc 
was friendly toward d1e whole party. 

In die sneam behind the vilbge, Spring 
Salmon kept a fish t1~ip. Sho1tly bdo 1'C the vi,i
to1~ had landed. the chief had directed four of his 
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young people, rwo boys and two girls. to go into the water and 
~,,rim up the creek into the salmon O';lp. Obeying his orders, they 
had drawn their blanket5 up over their heads and walked into the 
sea. As soon as die water n.>:Jched dieir faces, diey became s.-tlmon. 
They leaped and played togedier,just as die s.-tlmon do in die run
ning season, and frolicked tht·ir way toward die n-ap in the creek. 

So when die time came to welcome die so-angers widi a feast, 
Chief Spring Salmon ordered odiers of his people to go to die 
s.-tlmon n-ap, bring back die four fish diey would find diere, and 
clean and roast diem for die guest5. The visitors v.r.1tched the vil
lagers ck:an die four salmon, cut them open, and spread them 
above die flames on a kind of wooden l:,'ridiron. When die sal
mon were cooked, the chief invited hi5 guests to eat. 

"E:1t all you wish," he s.'lid, "but do nor dirow away any of die 
bones. Be sure to lay them aside carefitlly. Do not destroy even a 
small bone." 

The Squam ish and die brothers gladly accepted die invitation. 
partook freely of the roasted salmon, but ,vondered why dicy were 
asked to save die bones. 

When all had finished eating, some of the young men of die 
s.1.lmon village carefolly picked up die Litde pile of bones die guests 
had made, took them to the beach, and threw diem into die sea. 
A few minutes later die four young people who had earlier gone 
into the water n:appean:d and joined the others. For four days die 
Chief thu5 entertained his guests ,.vid1 salmon feasts. 

The care taken ,vith die bones at each mt-'a! excited the curios
ity of one of die visitors. On the fomth day, he secredy kept back 
some of the bont'S and hid diem. At d1e close of the meal, the rc"St 
of the s:tlmon bones w-ere collected in the usual manner and cast 
into the sea. Immediately afterwards, four young people came our 
of die wmer. Bur one of diem, the visitors noticed, was covering 
his face "rid1 his hands. 

Approaching Kos, the salmon chief, the youdi s.'lid, "Not 
all of die bones were collected. I do not have any for my 
cheeks and nose." 

Turning to his guest:S, Kos asked, "Did any of you mislay any of 
your salmon bones? Some a1-e missing'.' And he pointed to d1e face 
of the young man. 

Alann ed by die result of his act, die Squamish youdi who had 
hidden die bont'S brought diem out, pretending diat he had just 
found diem on the ground. Now all the visitors were cettain diac 
tht:ir hosts we~ d1e s.1.lmon people. 

Some time later a large number of seagttlls were seen gather
ing ;1bout an ol~ect that floated on die water a litde distance from 
the shore. 

"Go out and see what is ato';lcting die gttlls," Chief Kos di1-ect
ed one of his young men. 

Soon the man 1-enmied and 1-epo1ted that it was the body of 
the Squamish youdi who, die vi!.itors s.'lid, had swik beneadi d1e 
floating charcoal on the other side of the island. When die body 
was brought ashon:, it was discove1-ed diat die eyes were missing. 

The four brodiers had die po,ver to restore a body to life, but diey 
could nor rl."StOre lost eyes. 

•·c,n you supply a new pair of eyes'" they a5ked the s.-tlmon 
chief. Kos 11:plied d1at he cottld and offe11:d a pair of eyes from a 
Sockeye s.-tlmon. They were too small. Then he offe,~d a pair of 
Co ho ey<.-s. They also were too small. Then he selected a pair of 
Dog-s.-tlmon eyes.They we1-e exacdy die right size. T he oldest of 
the four brod1ers sprinkled die body ,vidi some of die medicine 
they had brought, and d1e you di came to life again. All wa, well. 

"We have come to visit you, Chief Kos, for a special purpose," 
explained the oldest brother. "We came to ask you to let some 
of your s:tlmon people visit Squamish waters and come up die 
streams of the Squaniish people. My friends are poor, and diey 
often go hungty. We shall be ve1y gt-atefi.tl if your people ,vill 
sometimes visit chem'.' 

" I will do as you request," 1-eplied die salmon chief,"on one 
condition: diey muse d1row all die salmon bones back into die 
water a5 you hav-e seen us do. If diey will be carefi.11 with d1e 
bones. my people can return to us again after diey visit you." 

''We promise," said die four brod1ers. 
"We promise" s.'lid all the Squaniish people. 
Then diey made preparations to remrn to dieir home across 

die water, toward the rising sun. 
As diey were leaving, die s.-tlmon chief said," I ,viii send 

Spring s.-tlmon to you first in die season. After them I vvill send 
Sockeye, then the Coho, then die Dog-s.-tlmon and la.5t of all 
die Humpback." 

Ever since diat time, long ago, diffe1-ent kinds of s.-tlmon, in that 
order, have come to die Squami,h waters - to die sea, into me 
sa:1its, and into the streanis. And in die d1ys of old, before die 
coming of white people, the Squaniish we1-e alvvays very careful 
to throw the bones of the salmon back into die water. 
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Th e Forest Alliance of B.C. is proud of its involvement 
with the eagles o f Brackendalc project and its 

partn ership with the Nature C onservancy of Canada. 

As an organization commin ed to balancing conservation 
and sustainable resource use, the Alliance assigns the 

highest possible p:riority to preserving specialized 
wildlifi.: habitat such :as the eagle wintering range in the 

Squamish Valley. It is hoped that the eagles returnin g 
each year to Brackendale will stand testament co the 

forest sector's ongoing conunitm ent to preserving native 
wildlife and biodiversity in British Co lumbia . 

FOREST 
ALLIANCE 
ff UI TUH COLUMII,\ 

The Forest Alliance is a citizens' organization workin g to 
balance a healthy environment and a sti:ong econ omy. 
We believe B.C.'s forests can be managed for timber 
produ ction without damaging the long-term health 

of the rcsou1:ce or the wildlife it suppom. 

ISBN 0-92043 1-31-3 

Primed in Canada 


	Eagles p0
	Eagles pp1-2
	Eagles pp3-4
	Eagles pp5-6
	Eagles pp7-8
	Eagles pp9-10
	Eagles pp11-12
	Eagles pp13-14
	Eagles pp15-16
	Eagles pp17-18
	Eagles pp19-20
	Eagles pp21-22
	Eagles pp23-24
	Eagles pp25-26
	Eagles pp27-28
	Eagles pp29-30
	Eagles pp31-32
	Eagles pp33-34
	Eagles pp35-36
	Eagles pp37-38
	Eagles pp39-40
	Eagles pp41-42
	Eagles pp43-44
	Eagles pp45-46
	Eagles pp47-48
	Eagles pp51-52
	Eagles pp53-54
	Eagles pp55-56
	Eagles pp57-58
	Eagles pp59-60
	Eagles pp61-62
	Eagles pp63-64
	Eagles p65



